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News from the Classroom… 

 

Kindergarten: 

 

The theme for February was Fantastic Friends.  Leading up to Valentine’s Day, Post 

Offices were open in the kindergarten classrooms, with the children completing a variety 

of jobs to get valentines mailed. Kindergarten held a stuffed-animal pet show to conclude 

the Fantastic Friends theme.  In math, they identified and explored coins.  In science, they 

learned about landforms and created a landform model. 

 

First Grade: 

 

In math, first graders studied picture graphs and bar graphs. The students learned about 

the flag and culture of Japan as part of their social studies curriculum.  In language arts, 

first graders learned about the long “o” sound and spelling patterns. They practiced the 

reading comprehension strategy “Ask Questions for Meaning.”  During science, they 

studied about the rainforest layers and animals. The children celebrated Rainforest Day 

by having parents come into their classes to help build rainforest animals. These amazing 

animals are hanging in the Rainforest located in the first-grade hallway!  

 

Second Grade: 
 

The students in second grade completed the Family Life curriculum.  In these lessons, the 

children learned about different types of families, stereotypes, and heredity. In language 

arts, the children learned about making inferences and writing an opinion piece. The 

students began their new social studies unit, Exploration and Immigration.  Their field 

trip to the Franklin Institute was a perfect kick-off to the unit, as they visited the special 

exhibit “Vikings: Beyond the Legend.”   

 

 

Third Grade: 

 

Third grade continued working on the Land and Water Unit in science. Third graders 

started their social studies unit on William Penn and learned how he influenced the early 

development of Pennsylvania. The students celebrated Black History month through the 

exploration of African American Biographies and the creation of Bio-Poems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth Grade: 

 

Fourth grade students chose a topic of interest, checked out books from various libraries, 

generated questions to answer their driving research question for PAL (Personal 

Achievement in Learning). Students researched, took notes, and summarized the 

information about the topic to anticipate questions at the PAL Fair.  In science, students 

learned how they can have a positive impact on our environment and the water cycle.  

During social studies, students learned how our nation grew after the Constitutional 

Convention.    

 

 

 News from the Building… 

 

Support and Special Areas Team: 

 

First grade was introduced to a new experience of storytelling in the Hillside library this 

month.  Kamishibai is a Japanese storytelling system utilizing story cards and a wooden 

stage to bring traditional, as well as quite innovative, stories to life.  It was  used it as an 

extension to the first grade social studies curriculum.  Along the way, they learned about 

the magical qualities of the kitsune (fox) in Japanese folklore and met the Japanese 

monster, yamanba ("a terrible mountain woman") in a story with very surprising twist of 

a happy ending! 

 

On February 7, Elementary math specialists and Dr. Nancy Adams hosted the ninth 

annual District Kindergarten Math Night at Hillside Elementary school.  Over 150 

Kindergarten students and their parents enjoyed active mathematics learning stations 

facilitated by Conestoga Key Club and National Honor Society volunteers.  The fun-

filled evening was a huge success thanks to the partnership with Conestoga students.   

In addition to collaborating with teachers and attending parent conferences, Hillside 

Elementary School Support Team teachers continued to collect, analyze, and share 

student data with Core teachers to inform instruction and meet the learning needs of all 

students.   

 

 

 

PTO Sponsored Cultural Arts Events: 

 

 


